
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Invitation to the Hanging of GEORGE SMILEY, 
For Murder, which occurred at Holbrook, Arizona 
on January 6, 1900. Issued by F. J. WATTRON,  
Sheriff of Navajo County. 
 
The first invitation (left), of which was sent out by the  
Associated Press, brought a letter of condemnation from 
President William McKinley to Governor Nathan Oakes 
Murphy, of the Territory of Arizona. Governor Murphy 
severely rebuked Sheriff Wattron and issued a stay of  
execution, whereupon the Sheriff sent out the second 
sarcastic invitation (right). 
 
 
 
 


